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The strugge for democracy can be regarded as a utopian 
political project which provides a vision of the future grounded ín 
the notion of a common good. ln The Concept of Utopia, Ruth 
Levitas (1991) describes Ernst Bloch's conception of anticipatory 
consciousness-a not-yet consciousness-which allows human 
beings to entertain hope for the future. Bloch sees the world in a 
constant state of change, the outcome of which is never predetermíned; 
because of this he posits many future possibilities -not-yet be­
comes. Levitas ( 1991) explains that "utopia, as the expression of 
the not-yet conscious, reaches forward to the real possibility of the 
not-yet become and therefore is the catalyst of the future through 
its effect on human purpose and action." 

As we approach the year 2000 nations are going 
,

through the convulsions marking the era dominated by the contest ,· 
between attempts to operationalize two great utopian politícal 
ideologies-capitalism and communism. �lthough these ideologies 
were viewed as antagonistic, Em manuel Wallerstein ( 1991) summarizes 
their commonalities: 1) they shared the herítage of the 
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initiatives (Bhabha, 1990). The inventions óf language and the US(iS" 
to which new discourses are put is central to people' s ability to 
define thenselves in relation to both their natural and social 
environment (Ngugi wa Thiong 'O, 1986). ln this sense, the 
establishment of new discourses that allow people to think about 

themselves and others in new ways becomes a condition for human 
agency. Agency remains the central issue in revisioning democracy 
beca use people must feel so strongly about possibilities for positive 

change in the future, that they take action in the present. ln the 
words of Paulo Freire (1985), "a true revolutionary project, on the 
other hand, to which the utopian dimension is natural, is a process 
in which people assume the role of subject in the precarious 
adventure of transforming and recreating the world." 

A third space must be created in the public sphere where 
new discourses can be used to define subjectivity, identity, and 
politics in the hegemonic struggle of criticai citizens toward a true 
pluralistic democracy. People must be moved to translate hope into 
agency. A radical democratic mass media could provide the space 
for the reawakening of hope. 
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